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Press Publishers in Europe urge EU Commission to come forward 

rapidly with a proposal allowing Member States to adapt VAT rates 

for digital publications 

 

Newspaper and magazine publishers react to Court of Justice of the European 

Union decision regarding VAT applied to e-books 

 

Brussels, 6th March 2015 – Press publishers across Europe today called on the European 

Commission to come forward rapidly with a proposal allowing Member States to adapt VAT 

rates for digital publications, in the wake of a ruling by the Court of Justice of the European 

Union regarding VAT on e-books. 

 

ENPA, the European Newspaper Publishers’ Association and EMMA, the European 

Magazine Media Association, underlined that the negative CJEU ruling against France and 

Luxembourg following their consistent application of a lower VAT rate to printed and e-books, 

demonstrated the need for the EU to update urgently its VAT system to the reality of today’s 

digital market. 

 

Press publishers urged the European Commission to present without further delay a 

legislative proposal allowing Member States to apply to digital press the same zero, super 

reduced and reduced VAT rates that currently apply to printed press. This could be done in 

the context of the Commission’s forthcoming work programme to achieve a Digital Single 

Market in Europe.  

 

Newspaper and magazine publishers regard this change as indispensable to remove a major 

obstacle to the further development of the digital press market in Europe. Lowering the VAT 

rate on digital press would promote the access of European citizens to authoritative and 

independent press content on all platforms, which plays such a crucial role in European 



democracy. This is why several Member States expressed their clear intention to adapt their 

VAT law to the digital age whilst being hindered to do so by European law. 

 

 

ENPA is an international non-profit organisation representing publishers of newspapers and 

news media on all platforms. ENPA represents over 5,200 national, regional and local 

newspaper titles, published in many EU Member States, plus Norway, Switzerland and 

Serbia. Website: www.enpa.be 

 

EMMA, the European Magazine Media Association, represents Europe’s magazine media, 

which is today enjoyed by millions of consumers on various platforms, encompassing both 

paper and digital formats. EMMA represents 15.000 publishing houses, publishing 50.000 

magazine titles across Europe in print and digital. For more information, visit 

www.magazinemedia.eu 

 

For further information, contact: 

Francine Cunningham, ENPA Executive Director 

francine.cunningham@enpa.be 

Max von Abendroth, EMMA Executive Director 

max.abendroth@magazinemedia.eu 
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