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IPA appoints Dougal Thomson  
Director of Communications and Programmes  

 
Geneva, 10 September - For immediate release 
 

 
More about IPA: 
 
The International Publishers Association (IPA) is an international industry federation 
representing all aspects of book and journal publishing. Established in 1896, IPA's 

The International Publishers Association (IPA) has appointed Dougal Thomson as 
Director of Communications and Programmes.  
 
In this newly created position, Thomson will be responsible for all IPA communications 
with IPA members, international organisations and NGOs, and publishers around the 
world, and for strengthening IPA’s freedom to publish and human rights messaging. He 
will also develop and promote IPA events, including the bi-annual IPA Congress and 
annual “What Works?” International Education Conference. Thomson will report to Jens 
Bammel, Secretary General, and be based at IPA’s headquarters in Geneva.  
 
“I am delighted that Dougal is joining IPA,” said Youngsuk “Y.S.” Chi, IPA President. “He 
brings a strong background in developing and executing effective communications 
strategies and an excellent track record in leading and producing high-impact events and 
programmes.  These, combined with his robust knowledge of the publishing and media 
industries, will bolster the IPA team. I am confident he will have an immediate impact on 
IPA’s work, particularly in our ability to communicate to our members as well as 
policymakers and the public.”   
 
Thomson spent the last thirteen years working in publishing and media sectors. For the 
past six years, he has been responsible for a wide range of international events and 
programmes for The Economist, where he was also a contributing editor at The 
Economist’s Management Thinking Blog, writing on a range of economic and 
development issues.  
 
Thomson commented: “Given the transformative forces impacting the publishing 
landscape, it is a very exciting time to be joining the IPA. I look forward to helping our 
members identify opportunities to build vibrant, sustainable businesses."  
 
Dougal Thomson will be attending IPA meetings at the Frankfurt Book Fair and will join 
IPA in October 2013. 
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mission is to promote and protect publishing and to raise awareness for publishing as a 
force for economic, cultural and political development. Around the world IPA actively 
fights against censorship and promotes copyright, literacy and freedom to publish. IPA is 
a trade association with a human rights mandate. 
 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Jens Bammel 
Secretary General 
International Publishers Association 
23, avenue de France 
CH - 1202 Geneva 
Tel: +41 22 704 1820 
Fax: +41 22 704 1821 
bammel@internationalpublishers.org  
www.internationalpublishers.org 

https://twitter.com/ipasecretary Follow on Twitter 
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